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Pictzcred aboue under the live oaks on the OLHCC property are 
left to right, Betsy Brien, Public Affairs Specialist, 
ConocoPhillips, Mignon Faget presenting the Palmetto Desigx, 
Katie Brasted, Woodlands Trail and Park and Carol Cowley, 
Woodlands Trail and Park. 

Mignon Faget "Creates a 
Legacy" for Woodlands 

Mignon Faget and 
Woodlands Trail and Park 
agreed that World Wetlands 
Day, February 2, with a theme 
of "Wetlands and Water - 
Supporting Life, Sustaining 
Livelihoods," was the perfect 
occasion on which to announce 
their partnership in "Creating 
a Legacy" for future genera- 
tions. Our Lady of Holy Cross 
College was the host site for 
the press conference and cele- 
bration of World Wetlands Day. 

Mignon Faget is a highly- 
acclaimed New Orleans leg- 
end, well-known for her jewel- 
ry collections inspired by the 
beauty and culture of New 
Orleans, Louisiana and the 
Gulf Coast. The Mignon Faget 
design created for Woodlands 
Trail and Park was that of a 
palmetto. Faget noted that it 
is the palmetto or sabal minor 
that was chosen for the design 
as it is one of the most com- 
monly seen plants in bottom- 
land hardwood forests. 
- 

- - 

'We now have the nation's 
attention. It's time to show 
them that we are not only 
working to correct past mis- 
takes, but we are implement- 
ing smart growth land use 
decisions as we rebuild our 
community" said Katie 
Brasted, president of 
Woodlands Trail and Park. 
Proceeds from the sale of the 
jewelry will assist Woodlands 
Trail and Park in their mission 
to establish Woodlands Trail- 
America's Wetland Birding 
Trail. 

The jewelry was under- 
written by ConocoPhillips, a 
long-time corporate sponsor of 
Woodlands Trail and Park and 
of efforts in uniting the river 
communities of Orleans and 
Plaquemines Parish with a 
series of educational, historical 
and recreational greenways. 
The palmetto will initially be 
produced as a lapel pin and 
pendant. Pre-sale will be 
available at www.woodland- 
strail.com. It is hoped that the 
jewelry will be ready for 
release a t  f,hc Seg in~ ing  of 
May in celebration of 
America's Wetland Month. 

Sound Off 
Tired of holding in all those 

unexpressed thoughts? Well, 
the Plaquemines Gazette is 
offering a chance to "sound off." 

Each week, the newspaper 
will solicit reader response to a 
"Sound Off' question. Readers 
will be able to offer their opin- 
ion on the questions in three 
ways: 

By fax at 393-9727. 
°By mail a t  The 

Plaquemines Gazette, P.O. Box 
700, Belle Chasse, LA 70037. 

By e-mail to 
s o u n d o f f @ p l a q u e m i -  
nesgazette.com. 

In addition to responding 
to selected issues,persons also 
may submit ideas for future 
questions. Final decisions will 
be made by the newspaper 
staff, and questions dealing 
with Plaquemines Parish will 
be given priority. However, 
those of broader interest also 
will be considered. Questions 
should address issues of sub- 
stances and general public 
interest as much as possible. 
The Sound Off feature may be 
used to gauge public reaction 
to government ballot propos- 
als, such as tax initiatives or 
bond issues. But it will not be 
used to poll parish residents 
regarding candidates in public 
elections. 

The initial Sound Off ques- 
tion is based on an item cur- 
rently before the Plaquemines 
Parish Council. 

In June 2005, council mem- 
bers approved a two-year 
moratorium on residential sub- 
division and resubdivision pro- 
jects, on new mobile home 
parks and trailer court 
approvals and on now zoning 
classifications for residential 
development for six or more 
lots. The moratorium applied 
to Districts 2, 3 , 4  and 5. 

However, council member 
Jerry Hodnett recently pro- 

posed lifting the moratori~ 
in Districts 2, 3 and 4, sayj 
that the impact of Hurrice 
Katrina necessitates a reeva 
ation of the situation. 

The Plaquemi1 
Association of Business a 
Industry went before the coi 
cil last week, urging memb, 
to lift the moratorium in 
four affected districts. "It is 
the best interest 
Plaquemines Parish for 1 
local government to cont 
growth through zoning a 
planning, not moratoriu~~ 
an association resolut: 
notes. The statement also si 
lifting the moratorium wo- 
send a message tl 
Plaquemines Parish "is re; 
for rebuilding and regrowth 

However, opponents to I 
ing the moratorium say 
four affected districts sim 
are not ready for such gron 
They say that since Hurric: 
Katrina, the four district; 
restrained to accommod 
Belle Chasse residents, lo. 
and Eastbank parish indivj 
als displaced by the hurric 
and contract workers assist 
in recovery from the sto 
The streets and schools 
overcrowded,and the po 
and fire departments 
working at full capacity, t 
insist. 

Hodnett's motion was 
the council agenda last wl 
but members chose to defei 

What do you thir 
Should a morato 

um on residential sl 
divisions and othe 

housing projects in 1 

upper portion of 
Plaquemines Parish 

lifted? 
Responses must 

received by February 
Results will be publis 
March 3. 


